
The texts inscribed on wooden tablets1 (mokgan 木簡) contain many examples of 
Korean hanja 漢字, unique characters developed and used in Korea. The fact that a few 
examples of these Korean hanja from Silla 新羅 resemble gugyeolja 口訣字 in shape 
enables us to hypothesize that gugyeolja attested in later periods might find their origins 
in these Korean hanja used on mokgan. In addition, some Korean hanja may also be 
observed in ancient Japanese texts, which supports the notion that Japanese writing 
practice was influenced by the notational conventions of the peninsula. In Japan, the 
origin of the use of both phonetic and semantic readings of Chinese characters can be 
traced to Baekje, and the use of what is now known as okuri-gana 送り假名 may be 
closely related to Silla’s conventions of hunju eumjong 訓主音從 and mareum cheomgi 
末音添記. The historical change from an on-gana 音假名-based writing system to a kun-
gana 訓假名-based practice in ancient Japan can be understood as the shift from 
following the notational conventions of Baekje to following those of Silla.
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* This paper is part of a research project that began in 2011, supported by the National Research 
Foundation of Korea (NRF-2011-342-A00014). This is a revised and improved version of the 
draft presented at the 22nd annual meeting of the Japanese/Korean linguistics conference hosted 
by NINJAL (日本國立國語硏究所), and the draft presented at the Scripta 2013 conference hosted by 
the Hunmin Jeongeum Society. In this paper, the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is used for 
transcriptions of both attested Middle Korean forms and reconstructed forms of Korean. 
However, proper nouns and academic terms have been transcribed following the Revised 
Romanization System promulgated by the Korean government in 2000.

1. Decipherments discussed in this paper are based on the author’s independent analysis.
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